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e Editor’s Note

e Upcoming Events
e Community News
e NCZC Updates

Youth Engagement
Spotlight on Z Businesses
In other News

Arts and Education

We invite you to share your life updates for inclusion in future newsletters.
Email us your news so we can celebrate these milestones together with the community.
All content must be received by the 20th of the month to be included in next
month’s edition. Thank you! We look forward to hearing from you.

Editor’s Note

Dear ZANC Community,

In this special edition of our newsletter, we're proud to spotlight businesses owned by
members of the ZANC community. We encourage everyone to support these small
businesses to help their ventures thrive. With Navroz around the corner, it's the perfect
time to celebrate by gifting a beautiful calendar or a cookbook so be sure to place your
orders (see pg 12 for details). Lastly, please fill out the very crucial NCZC survey (pg 6).

August is shaping up to be a month full of excitement, starting with the much-anticipated
Navroz Party. Our talented kids have been busy preparing a delightful play, and the
adults are set to entertain with an authentic Parsi Naatak. So grab your dancing shoes
for a night of fun, laughter, and celebration - and register soon! Later in the month, the
excitement continues with our annual car rally — a great opportunity to team up with
friends and family for a day of adventure and some friendly competition.

Finally, here’s wishing everyone a joyful and blessed Navroz Mubarak. May this
New Year bring peace, prosperity, and good health to all.
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It’s Time to ROAR in

13th World Zoroastrian
|
Congress 2026 Singapore SINGAPORE!

ROAR: Reach Out, Aspire, Rise

The Singapore WZC team is looking forward
to welcoming you, our Global Zoroastrian
Community, to the 13th World Zoroastrian
Congress from December 28 - 30, 2026 in
our Little Red Dot ™=

Meanwhile, to stay updated on the exciting
program and other events being planned,
28 -30 Marina Bay Sands . (
December 2026 Expo & Convention Centre ConneCt Wlth us here i

Follow us a

Facebook | Instagram | Tiktok | YouTube

Stay in the loop! Sign up HERE for the latest updates

FUTURE EVENTS — MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

DATE / TIME EVENT LOCATION

Sun, Aug 10th, 10:45 am Muktad Prayers & Potluck Lunch | Dar-e-Mehr

Aug 11th -14th, 4:30 pm Muktad Prayers Dar-e-Mehr

Fri, Aug 15th, 5:30 pm Navroz Jashan & Potluck Dinner | Dar-e-Mehr

Sat, Aug 16th, 6 pm - 11 pm | Navroz Dinner Party Shubham Halls, Sunnyvale
Sun, Aug 24th, 11 am Al Training Class Zoom

Sat, Aug 30th, 9:30 am Car Rally Danville, CA

Sat, Sept 27th, 5 pm Ghambar Campbell Community Ctr.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SEPTEMBER’S GHAMBAR EVENT
Volunteers are needed to help with the cooking at the Dar-e-Mehr
at 8.30am on Sat, Sept 27th. If you wish to assist with the cooking
please contact Bomi Patel at bbtes9@gmail.com. All help is
m greatly appreciated and needed to make this event a success!

ZANC Newsletter August 2025 2


https://www.facebook.com/WZCSG2026
https://www.instagram.com/WZCSG2026
https://www.tiktok.com/@wzcsg2026
https://www.youtube.com/@WZCSG2026
https://wzcsg26.com/sign-up-for-updates/
mailto:bbtes9@gmail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

TR s REGISTER FOR THE
ZANC Br\ vt NAVROZ PARTY

' 2025 NAVROZ (o)
e PARIX . AUG 16th, 6 PM AT
B Youn iy Ao e ron A v o o, | SHUBHAM HALLS IN
y '\\‘” < Tl > SUNNYVALE

PARSI NAATAK BY ADULTS

% {
e et SATURDAY . T
onton AUGUST 16, 2025 \ Limited Availability
af by 6PM oo
l" ke e b .
- 1208 APOLLO WAY, SUNNYVALE, CA 94085 P\ /7 CLICK HERE To Slgn Up Today
\ .r"l - ADULT rlmzmazn $70 P ;
S cmmmemmE )
B = %ﬁ‘.‘t&#&&‘.’%‘éﬂ&;‘:éﬁé‘ Ry il For registration questions or carpool
ZHIENNY e DTEATIONET A0, IR assistance contact Dilber Mistry at
AR S

LIMITED AVAILABILITY! PLEASE SIGN UP BY AUGUST 2ndt’ -\ ‘;I —@_eve nts@zanc.org

Purchase tickets before they are sold out! fis

C7 Ve 1

please contact Dilber Mistry mnt&@unc,wg

What is Muktad? A Short p « nTa K3 'le %;
Introduction N v )
i~ “ZANC 7%
The Muktads are the days to remember the | Miiktsd Pravers & y
Fravashis (guardian spirit) of the departed loved | Navroz Jasyhan
ones. During the days of Muktad, the Fravashis |« 4
come collectively to this world and go to their Nfl:‘:tg:Vi;;‘;i‘r':‘&igoﬁulg(ﬁ?":h
respective houses. Whenever the Muktad is T R T A
properly celebrated and the Fravashis are duly Muktad Prayers
propitiated, the affairs of those people are Friday, August 15 at 5.30pm
successful, and there is all-round prosperity. “a"r"“as':f‘:af:’:::‘fc" Dinner
People are blessed with health, strength, 10468 Crothers Rd, San Jose, CA 95127
happiness, protection, and abundance of water. OFferings of flowers, fruits, dried fruits, malido, sev, rave, ete.
These days also help us to renew the memory of G R T A
our dear departed ones and also help us realize ek e bt et AR
our responsibility for future generations. JUust @s |1 i e e oo toners et o8
we reap the rewards of the actions dONE DY OUF  [%  cruesouidsemsi s e ot s o v Jamshed- 1115
past ancestors, we should do something for the - PARERIIR g mae §
future generations. (Source: ZACLA). ? P " S 4 “%‘I
An Explanation of Muktad prayers and rituals. ® ﬂ' ﬁ Y« % ]
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Zoom Al Training Class - Sunday, August 24th at 11am

Online Al -

Ak 3 P
t ]

Class ..
LearnHE::g %rom_ . :‘ \(;\-I\

Curious about Al and how it works? Looking to build your skills in a friendly, accessible
environment? Then join in for an informative online class led by ZANC’s Shiraz Kanga.
Whether you’re completely new to Al or have some experience and want to build on it,
this class will give you a strong foundation in today’s most talked about technology.

Class Format: Interactive presentation with live examples

Requirements: designed for elementary to intermediate What You'll Learn:

learners — no technical background is required Basics of Al
g q Real world use cases

i ion: i Al tools at work
Registration: CLICK HERE to register ' look at ChatGPT
Zoom Link: CLICK HERE for the link Live Demos

REGISTER FOR THE ZANC CAR RALLY

AUG 30th, 9:30 AM SHARP IN DANVILLE

Are you ready to rev your engines and flex those brain
cells? Join us for the ZANC Car Rally & Scavenger
\ Hunt - an adrenaline pumping, clue-cracking, family
¥ 30TH friendly adventure through the streets of Danville.

"Cash prizes, trophies, and bragging rights are all
on the line so don’t miss your shot to compete for
glory! This is not your average Sunday drive - it's a
full-on brain + wheels + teamwork challenge!

SISy ot CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

For all registration questions, please email events@zanc.org

Registration questions: email events@zanc.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS

ZANC’s own Jehan Godrej featured in NYT
This talented young man is the Launch Operations
Coordinator at WindBorne, a Palo Alto-based startup
that's leading the way into a new golden age of
. Al-enabled weather prediction. The company was
recently featured in The New York Times on July 13,
2025. CLICK HERE to read the full article highlighting
WindBorne’s recent success.

Jehan was born and raised in the Bay Area and attended
Los Altos High School. He earned his undergraduate
degree in Environmental Science from Whittier College in
Southern California, where he was also a student-athlete,
competing on the men’s tennis team for four years.
During and after college, he worked on his own startup
before transitioning into the FinTech industry in New York.
Jehan returned to the Bay Area last July and now works
at Windborne Systems. In his free time, he enjoys playing
tennis and long-distance running.

Z-Classes Are Back! Kicking Off On September 14th, 2025

Now in its fourth consecutive year, ZANC and PZO continue their joint ==
commitment to nurturing our kids (PreK to High School) with the rich *
philosophies of the Zoroastrian faith. Z-Class is a place where young Z‘c&'ﬁ’
Zarathustis build lasting friendships, grow in confidence, and deepen

their sense of community. The program is guided by the spirit of Asha, alongside values
of dedication and service.Through engaging lessons and meaningful connections,
Z-Class aims to educate and inspire individuals by:

- Creating a safe, welcoming space that fosters belonging
- Empowering students to apply Zoroastrian philosophy in everyday life
- Preserving both our modern and ancestral heritage

Days/Time: Classes meet at the Dar-e-Mehr every 2nd & 4th Sunday from 10-11:30 am

Registration: Look out for full program details and registration information in the
upcoming newsletter.

Questions/Information: Email Z-CLASS or CLICK HERE to learn more
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NCZC (Northern CA Zoroastrian Center) UPDATE

- ; The NCZC Committee distributed a community survey on
SR 4y 14, 2025, and has received 106 responses to date.
Encouragingly, 78% of respondents indicated that having a
community center is very important to them. This survey is a
key tool for gathering feedback and understanding the
community’s level of interest, so help spread the word and
encourage each family member to take the survey ,

|s it important for you to have a New Zoroastrian Breakdown of the survey results
Community Center including Prayer Hallin the Bay Area? by responses and age

m Yes Age

= No = Under18

= 181025
= Mot Sure £ = 261035
/ A = 361045

106 responses

m d61t055

/
w m 561065
m 661075
m Ower 75
We call on all community members to

please take a moment to complete this
short and important survey

CLICK HERE FOR THE SURVEY

We are also in the process of updating the “New Community Center” section on the
ZANC website to include the latest fundraising details and information about our next
steps in order to keep the entire community informed and engaged.

Finally, we’re excited to share some wonderful fundraising news! A longtime couple in
our ZANC community has pledged to match up to $50,000 in donations from now until
the end of September. We'll be sending reminders via email and social media, so stay
tuned for updates and ways to double your impact.

To Donate: Please make checks payable to “ZANC”, with “New Community Center
Fund” on the memo line and mail to: ZANC, PO Box 4568, Foster City, CA 94404.

The NCZC committee would like to warmly invite dedicated community members
to be a part of this important milestone for our shared future. For questions,
suggestions or to join the team, please e-mail nczc@googlegroups.com.
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YOUTH ENGAGEMENT

Hiking at Mt. Diablo

July’s Z-Youth event brought a group of young
' adventurers together for an unforgettable evening at Mt.
¢ Diablo. With hiking shoes on and spirits high, the group
' explored scenic trails surrounded by breathtaking
| views. It was a beautiful way to connect with nature,
. build community, and soak in the serenity of a summer
sunset. To join the youth group email Zara Minwalla.

ZYNA Launches a Biweekly Newsletter for Z Youth

Want to stay connected with everything happening in the
2 Zoroastrian youth community across North America?
F A
o4
ZZYNA: Sign up for the ZYNA Insider — our biweekly newsletter packed
. ”‘“ N with inspiring stories, event updates, and exciting announcements
e T e from Z youth all over the continent. Don’'t miss out on the fun -

sign up today if you haven’t already and be in the know!
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT

ZANC Business Community

@)p HIZEN IX Phizenix Inc
101 E. Vineyard Ave
Suite #119-115,
Livermore, CA, 94550, USA
+1 (510) 337-4757
https://www.phize

Talent Solutions for the AI Era

Khursheed Irani
Phizenix Inc
CEOD

Who We Are

Phizenix is a women-owned, Silicon Valley-based firm that connects businesses with top talent and AI solutions. We turn Al into a
competitive edge—delivering real impact and driving performance. With deep expertise in strategy, design, and implementation, we help

organizations unlock Al's full potential.

Staff

Augmentation:
Flexible talent
solutions including
Contract, Contract-
to-Hire, and Full-

Al Training &
Education:
Practical, hands-on
programs delivered
both online and

AI Consulting: End-
to-end support to
integrate Al into your
existing processes

Time Employees onsite and workflows

(FTE)

Work With an Agent Who Will Do More Than
Just Sell Your Home.

The difference between a successful sale and a stressful one
starts with an agent you can trust.

COMPASS

Shiraz Zack Kanga, Realtor
(650) 245 4915
Shiraz.Zack@gmail.com
ShirazZack.com

With over 21 years of experience in real estate and working at some of
the top brokerages, | offer a unique set of services designed to
maximize your success:

$50,000 Interest-Free Loan for Sellers to renovate & prepare their homes for sale.
Proven 3-Step Marketing Strategy to achieve higher sale prices without negatively

impacting “Days on Market” on the MLS.

Expert Guidance for Buyers on the best investments, floorplans, and price.

Access to trusted Vendors for home repairs and renovations.

$1,000 Donation to ZANC for each ZANC member | work with, made from the closing
proceeds.

DRE # 01386039
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College Counseling

Email: edustratz@gmail.com
SMS: (+1) 949-220-3339

| 2024-2025 cohort admits - these & many more!

Dr. Percy Mistry
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

Cornell Purdue U UC Irvine UC Santa Barbara UNC Chapel Hill U Washington
Georgia Tech Texas A&M  UCLA UC Santa Cruz usc UW Madison
NYU UC Berkeley UC Riverside  UIUC UT Austin Vanderbilt U
Penn State UC Davis UC San Diego U Maryland U Virginia Virginia Tech

Computer Science, Engineering, Business, Economics, Biology, Health, Data Science, Math, Sciences

1-1 MENTORING FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS STUDENT & PARENT TESTIMONIALS

* Accepting students from grade 9 through 12 * got me into my dream school!
* Help in exploring majors & career paths * made this whole process so stress-free
* Guidance on activities & building a personal narrative ~ * encouraged me to think independently
= University application & essays support « attentive to my personal goals

MY BACRGROUND * amazing coach and mentor

« patience in understanding his interests
» Computational Neuroscientist - Stanford School of Medicine P 9
= 12 years of experience in academia & research * helping him structure his thoughts

« 10 years of industry experience « delighted to see him happy & confident

« Mentored school, undergrad, graduate, postdoctoral students * consistently went above and beyond
= Degrees in Engineering, Math, Cognitive Science, Management « extensive knowledge of the ... process

Selling or Buying a Home - Call Me!

Realtor since 2006 = 19th year in the business!

. . REALTOR-COLDWELL BANKER-CUPERTINO,
Taking care of your needs, ensuring you
are satisfied and settled is my primary SERVE THE SILICON VALLEY/ BAY AREA

aim during the Sale or Purchase of a
home. In going so, | prefer to build life- 19330 Stevens Creek Blvd, Cell: 408-2195743

time relationships verses single sale Cupertino, CA 95014. nina.daruwalla@cbnorcal.com
transactions. My passion and interest in Proudly Support Our local Wyw.ninadaruwalla.com
people and homes, led me to get my Real Schools! DRE# 01712223

' as a full time Realtor COLDWMANKER Past Housing Commissioner &
with Coldwell Banker, REALTY Past Public Safety Commissioner

-City of Cupertino
Cupertino. Re- Volunteer with the Community
Location Specialist.

Doing Business By
Referral is the Best Oh By The Way, I Am Never Too Busy

§ Way to Go! For Your Referrals! Thank You.

Estate license in California, where | work A Professional Realtor
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£2) BB Travel Experts

\' = AIRLINES ™ CRUISE ™ HOTEL M RAIL W CAR RENTAL

Maost Economical and Competitive World Wide Airlines Ticketing
Cruises = Vacation packages for UMRAH, HAWAII, COSTA RICA,
Dubai, Australia, and other Destinations

.1;.' %
25 N v,
Emirates CATHAY PACIFIC ETIHAD

ASIANA AIRLINES

£

SINCGAPORE

4::{: Sy
ARSI FASETESS
TURKISH AIRLINES 3 byl

EEIEm OCEANA PR

[ENORWEGIAN I hival PRINCESS )

LN

_ Call or email us:
@- iy Bomi Patel - BB Travel Experts
(408) 264-4395 * (562) 912-2837

CST W2112876-50 -y 3
Email: bbtes9@gmail.com » www.bbtes.com

Crispy Doodlcs

bool_ggqnd _i.l_.lustration

delzin@crispydood[es.c:om

Order OR connect!
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Real Estate Experience You Can Count On

Our job is to connect buyers and sellers, and Zarine Batliwalla
make the process as smooth as possible, License #01096437

while helping clients get the best deals. i .
Neville Batliwalla

: : : Broker License #01090575
Neville & Zarine Batliwalla have been Bay

Area residents for 48 years and active in Phone: (650)222-3588
every aspect of Real Estate for over 30 Email: Sold@zarine.com
years and were part of two Real Estate

Funds, where they helped to buy properties,
remodel and sell them.

We have helped clients from San Francisco,
East Bay to San Jose. We can assist you in
buying, selling, and managing residential &

commercial properties.

I'm Peri Avari, founder of Simply Bhonu. Our
vision is to offer Indian Parsi cuisine, in a
modern format to the US audience, while
preserving the soul of the original cuisine.
Take a deep breath & embrace the simplicity!

» Ohwow! The Parsi @is is my favorite tea
Dhansak Vaghar blend So delicious:) e

is delicious = | added

some potato, spinach,

carrots, & chicken. It’s

yummy and it's the
perfect “heat” for us. @ Anamazing and simple
Thanks again!! experience, this curry
packet was the answer
Click to Read More & Shop: simplybhonu.com toimy dinncr problems!
Easy instructions, and
Reach Out to Us: contact@simplybhonu.com tasted incredible.

Social: @simplybhonu

S1LMRILY. PREMIUM HANDCRAFTED
BhomL CHAI & SPICE BLENDS
w ]
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IN OTHER NEWS

PURCHASE WITH PURPOSE

As we roll into the New Year this month, why not treat yourself to a fun, visually
appealing Shahenshahi calendar—and maybe even add some new recipes to your
kitchen? Plus, by doing so, you'll be supporting fellow Z businesses. It's a win-win!

The Zoroastrian Shahenshahi

% (Parsi) Calendar 2025-2026

ZOROASTRIAN

CALENDAR % i giﬁiiﬂ%ﬂﬁmw by ZANC’s own Delzin Choksey
a 2025-2026 R L A joyful companion for each day of
o TNy — the year, this illustrated calendar
: ..m .m_. M _ ,._ brings  together tradition and
ot b et o e e e playfulness. It marks roj's, hamkaras,
wu wwwee o= | and key celebrations with thoughtful
. ’-*---03 et e Bt nods to the Amesha Spentas, inviting
- st daily inspiration.

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY: Etsy OR Amazon

The Do-Good Cookbook

An initiative by FEZANA in : & ¢
collaboration with the Lion’s Club 8 THE DO-GOOD i
of Byculla, Bombay

A beautiful collection of 254 treasured
recipes, from timeless family dishes to
global classics, this is your invitation to
savor recipes that feel like home.

What makes The Do-Good Cookbook special?

¥ 254 recipes across breads, dips, Indian and Parsi favorites, sweets, and more

V2 Easy-to-follow instructions with charming illustrations and fascinating food trivia
@ A testament to two years of dedication by the dedicated women of the Lions Club
%3 A great cause - 100% of the proceeds go to the Bai Jerbai Wadia Hospital for Kids

ORDER YOUR COPY AT: The Zoroastrian Shop
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ARTS AND EDUCATION

Zoroastrianism 101: An Educational Video Series

This is an introductory series designed to provide an understanding of one of the world’s
oldest monotheistic religions. Through engaging sessions, the series explores the core
beliefs, rituals, history, and cultural significance of the Zoroastrian faith. Whether you’re
new to the religion or looking to deepen your knowledge, Zoroastrianism 101 offers a
thoughtful and informative foundation for learners of all backgrounds.

CLICK HERE to view the latest YouTube video (part 4) in this educational series

Previous Videos: Part 1 - Origins Part 2 - Zarathushtra Part 3 - Theology

Murder at the Racecourse, by Berjis Desai (2024)

Murder at the Racecourse unravels the murder of Nari
Mansukhani, a notorious trainer, whose death triggers a
chain of events that spiral out of control and rock the
world of horse racing. The investigation that follows
exposes a deadly cocktail of scandal, doping and
betrayals, perplexing India’s top sleuths. This captivating
book is gripping and keeps readers on the edge with
every turn of the page.

Berjis Desai is an acclaimed
lawyer, author and journalist. A
BERJIS DESAI former managing partner of J.
Sagar Associates, he is known
for his engaging storytelling and
incisive commentary on society. He has been practicing
transactional and dispute resolution laws for the last 44 years
and upon his retirement from the firm, he is now a legal
counsel engaged in private practice. His other interests
include study of esoteric Zoroastrianism and comparative religion. Mr. Desai is
passionate about preserving the heritage of Parsi fire temples and Towers of Silence
and has founded the Parsi Zoroastrian Guards of the Holy Fire (PZGHF). His previous
books include, Oh! Those Parsis, The Bawaji: Chronicles of a Vanishing Community
and Towers of Silence. (Source: PTI News, Dec 3, 2024).
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CONNECT AND CONTACT

Join ZANC WhatsApp Groups, Facebook and Instagram

x e WhatsApp: CLICK HERE to join WhatsApp --'@:.-",_.._.
e Facebook: CLICK HERE to join Facebook :
e Instagram: CLICK HERE to follow Instagram

Stay engaged with other Zs, post pictures, and strengthen our community connections.
NOTE: You will still continue to get the ZANC monthly newsletter and email blasts in your email.

Maintain Active Membership: Active memberships are vital to ensuring the continued
growth and success of our community here in Northern CA. Your membership dues go
toward maintaining our Dar-e-Mehr, sustaining ZANC’s operations, and funding valuable
programs that benefit all members. CLICK HERE to join or renew your membership.

[ All feedback & suggestions
ZANC 2025 Board Members are welcome & en?:guraged:

700

Bomi Patel Fredy Kadva Burzin Patel Zareer Bhathena . .
President Vice President Secretary Treasurer MemberShlp: email the

P~ ZANC SECRETARY
r - Volunteering: email the

Jamshid Kekobad  Dilber Mistry Zara Minwalla EVENTS COORDINATOR

Member-At-Large Member-At-Large Member-At-Large

General questions: email the
ZANC BOARD

THE NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE:

‘éﬁ ; Néw;LEmag?" Stay connected with the ZANC Newsletter — your source
*" = i for community news, announcements, and upcoming

' events. Please EMAIL us your personal milestones so we
= can celebrate and acknowledge them with the community.
All content must be received by the 20th of the month.

Editor: Dianne Patel (newsletter@zanc.org)
Collaborators: Delzin Choksey and Kathleen Chothia
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And Finally...

" Homemade Goodness, Handcrafted with Love

- Get your order in time for Navroz and treat your friends and family on
this auspicious occasion! Ahura Bakehouse is the homegrown
business of Farah Dorabjee, who recently moved from Mumbai to
California. Trained at the renowned Khodayar Kayani Bakery in
Pune, Farah brings you buttery, melt-in-your-mouth treats crafted
with 100% grass-fed butter and all-organic ingredients with no
preservatives or chemicals. Let's come together to support her new
venture as she finds her footing in a new land and shares the joy of
Parsi delicacies with the community.

Each cookie is thoughtfully handmade with love, using 100% grass-
fed butter and organic, all-natural ingredients, Our bakes are comp-
pletely vegetarian, with no preservatives or chemical additives—just ho-

nest, wholesome goodness in every bite.

AHURA
Bakehouse

MENU

Shrewsbury Cookies classic buttery shortbread  11b/16 oz - $22

Butter Batasa’s savory butter biscuit balls 11b/16 oz - $25
Parmesan cheese & Herb Batasa’s 11b/16 oz 32
Cheese Papri thin, crispy, savory bites 11b/16 oz - $25
Khari classic puff pastry) 11b - $30
Brazil Nut dipped in chocolate Cookies (contains nuts) 1lb-$25
Butterscotch Cookies 11b - $25
Wheat Crunch Cookies made with wholegrain flour & jaggery)  $25
Spiced Ginger Cookies 11b-$25
Chocolate Chip Shortbread Cookies 11b-$25
Payment Information Delivery

Orders are confirmed upon + We offer nationwide shipping

payment across the U.S.

Payments accepted via Zelle, » Delivery charges apply

Venmo, or PayPal to: and vary by location

Farah Irani Dorabjee

To place your order or for any inquiries, call or message
Farah at 747-361-6143
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