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In this issue:​ ​   

 

 

 
 

We invite you to share your life updates for inclusion in future newsletters. 
Email us your news so we can celebrate these milestones together with the community. 

All content must be received by the 20th of the month to be included in next 
month’s edition. Thank you! We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Editor’s Note 
Dear ZANC Community,  

 

In this special edition of our newsletter, we’re proud to spotlight businesses owned by 
members of the ZANC community. We encourage everyone to support these small 
businesses to help their ventures thrive. With Navroz around the corner, it’s the perfect 
time to celebrate by gifting a beautiful calendar or a cookbook so be sure to place your 
orders (see pg 12 for details). Lastly, please fill out the very crucial NCZC survey (pg 6). 

August is shaping up to be a month full of excitement, starting with the much-anticipated 
Navroz Party. Our talented kids have been busy preparing a delightful play, and the 
adults are set to entertain with an authentic Parsi Naatak. So grab your dancing shoes 
for a night of fun, laughter, and celebration - and register soon! Later in the month, the 
excitement continues with our annual car rally – a great opportunity to team up with 
friends and family for a day of adventure and some friendly competition. 

Finally, here’s wishing everyone a joyful and blessed Navroz Mubarak. May this 
New Year bring peace, prosperity, and good health to all. 🥂 
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It’s Time to ROAR in 

SINGAPORE! 
The Singapore WZC team is looking forward 
to welcoming you, our Global Zoroastrian 
Community, to the 13th World Zoroastrian 
Congress from December 28 - 30, 2026 in 
our Little Red Dot 🇸🇬  

Meanwhile, to stay updated on the exciting 
program and other events being planned, 
connect with us here👇🏼 

Facebook​| Instagram | Tiktok | YouTube 
 

Stay in the loop! Sign up HERE for the latest updates 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

FUTURE EVENTS – MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SEPTEMBER’S GHAMBAR EVENT 
Volunteers are needed to help with the cooking at the Dar-e-Mehr 
at 8.30am on Sat, Sept 27th. If you wish to assist with the cooking 
please contact Bomi Patel at bbtes9@gmail.com. All help is 
greatly appreciated and needed to make this event a success!  
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DATE / TIME EVENT LOCATION 

Sun, Aug 10th, 10:45 am  Muktad Prayers & Potluck Lunch Dar-e-Mehr 

Aug 11th -14th, 4:30 pm Muktad Prayers Dar-e-Mehr 

Fri, Aug 15th, 5:30 pm Navroz Jashan & Potluck Dinner Dar-e-Mehr 

Sat, Aug 16th, 6 pm - 11 pm Navroz Dinner Party Shubham Halls, Sunnyvale 

Sun, Aug 24th, 11 am AI Training Class Zoom 

Sat, Aug 30th, 9:30 am Car Rally Danville, CA 

Sat, Sept 27th, 5 pm Ghambar Campbell Community Ctr.  

https://www.facebook.com/WZCSG2026
https://www.instagram.com/WZCSG2026
https://www.tiktok.com/@wzcsg2026
https://www.youtube.com/@WZCSG2026
https://wzcsg26.com/sign-up-for-updates/
mailto:bbtes9@gmail.com


 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

REGISTER FOR THE 
NAVROZ PARTY 

 
AUG 16th, 6 PM AT  

SHUBHAM HALLS IN 
SUNNYVALE  

 

Limited Availability  

 CLICK HERE To Sign Up Today   
 

For registration questions or carpool 
assistance contact Dilber Mistry at 

events@zanc.org 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What is Muktad? A Short 
Introduction 

 

The Muktads are the days to remember the 
Fravashis (guardian spirit) of the departed loved 
ones. During the days of Muktad, the Fravashis 
come collectively to this world and go to their 
respective houses. Whenever the Muktad is 
properly celebrated and the Fravashis are duly 
propitiated, the affairs of those people are 
successful, and there is all-round prosperity. 
People are blessed with health, strength, 
happiness, protection, and abundance of water. 
These days also help us to renew the memory of 
our dear departed ones and also help us realize 
our responsibility for future generations. Just as 
we reap the rewards of the actions done by our 
past ancestors, we should do something for the 
future generations. (Source: ZACLA). 

An Explanation of Muktad prayers and rituals. 
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https://www.zanc.org
mailto:events@zanc.org
https://zacla.org/zac-events/muktad/
https://parsikhabar.net/religion/making-muktad-more-meaningful/10854/
https://zoroastrians.net/2018/07/24/explanation-of-muktad-rituals-and-prayers/


 

Zoom AI Training Class - Sunday, August 24th at 11am 

Curious about AI and how it works? Looking to build your skills in a friendly, accessible 
environment? Then join in for an informative online class led by ZANC’s Shiraz Kanga. 
Whether you’re completely new to AI or have some experience and want to build on it, 
this class will give you a strong foundation in today’s most talked about technology.  

Class Format: Interactive presentation with live examples 

Requirements: designed for elementary to intermediate 
learners – no technical background is required 

Registration: CLICK HERE to register 

Zoom Link: CLICK HERE for the link 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

REGISTER FOR THE ZANC CAR RALLY 
  

AUG 30th, 9:30 AM SHARP IN DANVILLE 

Are you ready to rev your engines and flex those brain 
cells? Join us for the ZANC Car Rally & Scavenger 
Hunt - an adrenaline pumping, clue-cracking, family 
friendly adventure through the streets of Danville.  

 🏆Cash prizes, trophies, and bragging rights are all 
on the line so don’t miss your shot to compete for 
glory! This is not your average Sunday drive - it’s a 
full-on brain + wheels + teamwork challenge! 

🏎️ CLICK HERE TO REGISTER  🏎️  
Registration questions: email events@zanc.org 
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What You’ll Learn: 
Basics of AI 
Real world use cases 
AI tools at work 
A look at ChatGPT 
Live Demos 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzanc.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df4cce6aeed5d9ed4314ee678c%26id%3Df16793bef8%26e%3D56e8f0c31d&data=05%7C02%7C%7C47ddc1657eed4ae8f13b08ddc9f75b8e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638888786420686764%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HI9cW0kGk6KoC0SXO16%2BDzzYFl4Waa4xb93%2BuAipV9A%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzanc.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df4cce6aeed5d9ed4314ee678c%26id%3Dd4ca08fa0e%26e%3D56e8f0c31d&data=05%7C02%7C%7C47ddc1657eed4ae8f13b08ddc9f75b8e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638888786420661899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=obuHaNcbSwWxJi7D6dKQXrjba0YREFwf0mEeWzXlzJA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/zanc/1751104
mailto:events@zanc.org


 

 
 

ZANC’s own Jehan Godrej featured in NYT 
This talented young man is the Launch Operations 
Coordinator at WindBorne, a Palo Alto-based startup 
that’s leading the way into a new golden age of 
AI-enabled weather prediction. The company was 
recently featured in The New York Times on July 13, 
2025. CLICK HERE to read the full article highlighting 
WindBorne’s recent success.  

 

Jehan was born and raised in the Bay Area and attended 
Los Altos High School. He earned his undergraduate 
degree in Environmental Science from Whittier College in 
Southern California, where he was also a student-athlete, 
competing on the men’s tennis team for four years. 
During and after college, he worked on his own startup 
before transitioning into the FinTech industry in New York. 
Jehan returned to the Bay Area last July and now works 
at Windborne Systems. In his free time, he enjoys playing 
tennis and long-distance running. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Z-Classes Are Back! Kicking Off On September 14th, 2025 
 
 

Now in its fourth consecutive year, ZANC and PZO continue their joint 
commitment to nurturing our kids (PreK to High School) with the rich 
philosophies of the Zoroastrian faith. Z-Class is a place where young 
Zarathustis build lasting friendships, grow in confidence, and deepen 
their sense of community. The program is guided by the spirit of Asha, alongside values 
of dedication and service.Through engaging lessons and meaningful connections, 
Z-Class aims to educate and inspire individuals by: 
 

- Creating a safe, welcoming space that fosters belonging 
- Empowering students to apply Zoroastrian philosophy in everyday life 
- Preserving both our modern and ancestral heritage 

 

Days/Time: Classes meet at the Dar-e-Mehr every 2nd & 4th Sunday from 10-11:30 am​  

Registration: Look out for full program details and registration information in the 
upcoming newsletter. 
 

Questions/Information: Email Z-CLASS or CLICK HERE to learn more 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

https://archive.ph/FHc2n#selection-751.32-751.99
mailto:zclasspzo@gmail.com
https://www.zanc.org/sundayschool/


 

 

The NCZC Committee distributed a community survey on 
July 14, 2025, and has received 106 responses to date. 
Encouragingly, 78% of respondents indicated that having a 
community center is very important to them. This survey is a 
key tool for gathering feedback and understanding the 
community’s level of interest, so help spread the word and 
encourage each family member to take the survey 🙏 

    
   Breakdown of the survey results 

by responses and age 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     

We call on all community members to 
please take a moment to complete this 

short and important survey 
 

 CLICK HERE FOR THE SURVEY 
 

We are also in the process of updating the “New Community Center” section on the 
ZANC website to include the latest fundraising details and information about our next 
steps in order to keep the entire community informed and engaged. 

 

Finally, we’re excited to share some wonderful fundraising news! A longtime couple in 
our ZANC community has pledged to match up to $50,000 in donations from now until 
the end of September. We’ll be sending reminders via email and social media, so stay 
tuned for updates and ways to double your impact. 
 
To Donate: Please make checks payable to “ZANC”, with “New Community Center 
Fund” on the memo line and mail to: ZANC, PO Box 4568, Foster City, CA 94404. 

 

 

The NCZC committee would like to warmly invite dedicated community members 
to be a part of this important milestone for our shared future. For questions, 
suggestions or to join the team, please e-mail nczc@googlegroups.com. 
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NCZC (Northern CA Zoroastrian Center) UPDATE 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSfmoUDfM--zZnA1be3fWpRJp3N-Gnx5hnMc60VRbye1X6e5iA%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsend_form&data=05%7C02%7C%7C1dfc3a8d972f4a3df00808ddc9a3fef8%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638888428369412994%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FiVaNHrq9V4vy8LJnPvkoj%2FhD299y0aM%2Fr82BJnn3xY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:nczc@googlegroups.com


 

YOUTH ENGAGEMENT 

Hiking at Mt. Diablo 

July’s Z-Youth event brought a group of young 
adventurers together for an unforgettable evening at Mt. 
Diablo. With hiking shoes on and spirits high, the group 
explored scenic trails surrounded by breathtaking 
views. It was a beautiful way to connect with nature, 
build community, and soak in the serenity of a summer 
sunset. To join the youth group email Zara Minwalla.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

ZYNA Launches a Biweekly Newsletter for Z Youth 

Want to stay connected with everything happening in the 
Zoroastrian youth community across North America? 

Sign up for the ZYNA Insider – our biweekly newsletter packed 
with inspiring stories, event updates, and exciting announcements 
from Z youth all over the continent. Don’t miss out on the fun - 
sign up today if you haven’t already and be in the know! 
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mailto:youth@zanc.org
https://fezana.org/signup/


 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

ZANC Business Community 
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IN OTHER NEWS 
 

PURCHASE WITH PURPOSE  
As we roll into the New Year this month, why not treat yourself to a fun, visually 
appealing Shahenshahi calendar—and maybe even add some new recipes to your 
kitchen? Plus, by doing so, you’ll be supporting fellow Z businesses. It’s a win-win!  

 
 

The Zoroastrian Shahenshahi 
(Parsi) Calendar 2025–2026   

 

by ZANC’s own Delzin Choksey  
 

A joyful companion for each day of 
the year, this illustrated calendar 
brings together tradition and 
playfulness. It marks roj’s, hamkaras, 
and key celebrations with thoughtful 
nods to the Amesha Spentas, inviting  
daily inspiration. 
 
 

 

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY: Etsy OR Amazon 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Do-Good Cookbook 
 

An initiative by FEZANA in 
collaboration with the Lion’s Club 

of Byculla, Bombay 
 
A beautiful collection of 254 treasured 
recipes, from timeless family dishes to 
global classics, this is your invitation to 
savor recipes that feel like home.  

What makes The Do-Good Cookbook special? 
🍞 254 recipes across breads, dips, Indian and Parsi favorites, sweets, and more 
🌿 Easy-to-follow instructions with charming illustrations and fascinating food trivia 
❤️ A testament to two years of dedication by the dedicated women of the Lions Club 
🎁 A great cause - 100% of the proceeds go to the Bai Jerbai Wadia Hospital for Kids 

 ORDER YOUR COPY AT: The Zoroastrian Shop 
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https://www.etsy.com/listing/4322763095/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0FGBM1DJP
https://fezana.org/product/do-good-cookbook/


 

ARTS AND EDUCATION 
 

Zoroastrianism 101: An Educational Video Series 
 

This is an introductory series designed to provide an understanding of one of the world’s 
oldest monotheistic religions. Through engaging sessions, the series explores the core 
beliefs, rituals, history, and cultural significance of the Zoroastrian faith. Whether you’re 
new to the religion or looking to deepen your knowledge, Zoroastrianism 101 offers a 
thoughtful and informative foundation for learners of all backgrounds. 

CLICK HERE to view the latest YouTube video (part 4) in this educational series 

Previous Videos: ​ Part 1 - Origins​ Part 2 - Zarathushtra​ Part 3 - Theology 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Murder at the Racecourse, by Berjis Desai (2024) 

 

Murder at the Racecourse unravels the murder of Nari 
Mansukhani, a notorious trainer, whose death triggers a 
chain of events that spiral out of control and rock the 
world of horse racing. The investigation that follows 
exposes a deadly cocktail of scandal, doping and 
betrayals, perplexing India’s top sleuths. This captivating 
book is gripping and keeps readers on the edge with 
every turn of the page.  

Berjis Desai is an acclaimed 
lawyer, author and journalist. A 
former managing partner of J. 
Sagar Associates, he is known 
for his engaging storytelling and 

incisive commentary on society. He has been practicing 
transactional and dispute resolution laws for the last 44 years 
and upon his retirement from the firm, he is now a legal 
counsel engaged in private practice. His other interests 
include study of esoteric Zoroastrianism and comparative religion. Mr. Desai is 
passionate about preserving the heritage of Parsi fire temples and Towers of Silence 
and has founded the Parsi Zoroastrian Guards of the Holy Fire (PZGHF). His previous 
books include, Oh! Those Parsis, The Bawaji: Chronicles of a Vanishing Community 
and Towers of Silence. (Source: PTI News, Dec 3, 2024). 
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READ THE BLOG 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=PpE9ViTSe_M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rriBHkyNSiw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z0fqPU1JIa0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W1N-9UHqkvc
https://www.ptinews.com/press-release/acclaimed-author-berjis-desai-unveils-tense-crime-thriller-murder-at-the-racecours/2036893
https://www.ptinews.com/press-release/acclaimed-author-berjis-desai-unveils-tense-crime-thriller-murder-at-the-racecours/2036893


 

CONNECT AND CONTACT  
 

Join ZANC WhatsApp Groups, Facebook and Instagram  
 

●​ WhatsApp: CLICK HERE to join WhatsApp 
●​ Facebook: CLICK HERE to join Facebook 
●​ Instagram: CLICK HERE to follow Instagram 

 

Stay engaged with other Zs, post pictures, and strengthen our community connections.  
NOTE: You will still continue to get the ZANC monthly newsletter and email blasts in your email.  
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Maintain Active Membership: Active memberships are vital to ensuring the continued 
growth and success of our community here in Northern CA. Your membership dues go 
toward maintaining our Dar-e-Mehr, sustaining ZANC’s operations, and funding valuable 
programs that benefit all members. CLICK HERE to join or renew your membership. 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
All feedback & suggestions 
are welcome & encouraged: 
 
General questions: email the 
ZANC BOARD 
 
Membership: email the 
ZANC SECRETARY 
 
Volunteering: email the 
EVENTS COORDINATOR 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
THE NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE: 
 

Stay connected with the ZANC Newsletter — your source 
for community news, announcements, and upcoming 
events. Please EMAIL us your personal milestones so we 
can celebrate and acknowledge them with the community. 
All content must be received by the 20th of the month. 
 

Editor: Dianne Patel (newsletter@zanc.org)  

Collaborators: Delzin Choksey and Kathleen Chothia  
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https://www.zanc.org/membership/
mailto:board@zanc.org
mailto:secretary@zanc.org
mailto:events@zanc.org
mailto:newsletter@zanc.org
mailto:newsletter@zanc.org


 

And Finally… 
 

Homemade Goodness, Handcrafted with Love  
Get your order in time for Navroz and treat your friends and family on 
this auspicious occasion! Ahura Bakehouse is the homegrown 
business of Farah Dorabjee, who recently moved from Mumbai to 
California. Trained at the renowned Khodayar Kayani Bakery in 
Pune, Farah brings you buttery, melt-in-your-mouth treats crafted 
with 100% grass-fed butter and all-organic ingredients with no 
preservatives or chemicals. Let’s come together to support her new 
venture as she finds her footing in a new land and shares the joy of 
Parsi delicacies with the community.  
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