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In this issue:​ ​  

●​ Editor’s Note 
●​ Upcoming & Recent Events 
●​ Spotlight on Natalie Kanga 
●​ Community News 
●​ NCZC Update 
●​ FEZANA FIRES & ZYNA 
●​ Arts and Education 

 

Editor’s Note 
Dear ZANC Community,  

June brought sunshine and good vibes, especially at our Picnic in the Park. Thanks to 
everyone who came out and made it such a fun and memorable day! Looking ahead to 
the second half of the year, get ready for more great events—like a Waterpark Day, the 
annual Car Rally and the Navroz Party which will have special performances such as a 
'naatak' performed by our talented adults! Parents, please encourage your college 
students to explore the FEZANA Scholarships, closing soon on July 15th. They 
should also look into the FIRES Youth Volunteer Program, consider joining the youth 
organization, ZYNA, and read inspiring stories of Zoroastrian youth who are making 
waves on the global stage. These opportunities and features are vital for our young 
members to get involved and build meaningful connections within the Zoroastrian 
community. And finally, read the latest on the new community center initiative. 

For our monthly spotlight showcase, we feature a long time ZANC member, Natalie 
Kanga, currently a graduate student, who is to be applauded for balancing her studies 
and contributing to our community for many years. Wishing everyone a summer full of 
sunshine and smiles and a fun and safe Fourth of July!!  🇺🇸 Happy Reading 🇺🇸 
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ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS  
APPLY NOW FOR THE FEZANA 2025 ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS  

Applications Close on July 15th!! 
 

The FEZANA Scholarship Program was started in 
1998 to recognize academic excellence and 
provide Zarathushti students financial assistance 
to study at institutions in the U.S and Canada. 
Each year, FEZANA gives more than $100,000 of 
scholarships in the areas of undergraduate and 
graduate studies, performing and creative arts, 
fine arts, culinary arts and religious studies. 
All scholarships are open to Zarathushti 
applicants who have obtained admission for 
attendance at institutions of higher learning 
(accredited degree-granting colleges or 
universities) in the US or Canada.  

 

Individual Scholarships range from $1,000 to $10,000 and are based on academic 
standing, community service, and financial need. 
 
Scholarships awarded in September 2025. 
 
Information: CLICK HERE for detailed information 
on application rules and criteria. 
 
Questions: Email Dolly Dastoor or Dinsha Mistree, 
FEZANA Scholarship Committee 
 

 

 

 

Interested in contributing to this helpful program?  

The FEZANA Scholarships are possible thanks to many generous donations! 

Our scholarship program is supported by generous donors. If you would like to 
contribute to the Scholarship Fund, please visit our Scholarship Donation page.  

If you would like to inquire about endowing a scholarship, please reach out to the 
Fundraising Committee.  
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 📢 Spotlight on ZANC Businesses! 📢 
  

  Calling all ZANC members—get your businesses in the limelight for 
FREE in our upcoming BUSINESS SPECIAL NEWSLETTER!! 

Whether you're a realtor, chef, doctor, or entrepreneur, we want to showcase  
and support the incredible local talent in our community. Let’s uplift and 
connect — because thriving together is what ZANC is all about!  

✉️  Send your info to newsletter@zanc.org 
 

  Please Submit a ½ page, horizontal Flyer with the following information: 
📌  📌Your Name 
📌  📌Business Name 
📌  📌Your Photograph (Optional) 
📌  📌What You Offer (Brief Description) 

 📌Contact Information (Phone, Email, Website, Links etc.) 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

FUTURE EVENTS – MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  
 

GET INVOLVED! All events rely greatly on volunteer help to make them 

successful! Click Here to email the events committee. 

    

 ZANC Newsletter​ ​ ​ ​ July 2025​ ​ ​ ​ ​           3 

DATE / TIME EVENT LOCATION 

Sat, July 19th, 11 am - 6 pm Waterpark Day  Wave Waterpark, Dublin 

Sun, Aug 10th, 10:45 am  Muktad Prayers & Potluck Lunch Dar-e-Mehr 

Aug 11th -14th, 4:30 pm Muktad Prayers Dar-e-Mehr 

Fri, Aug 15th, 5:30 pm Navroz Jashan & Potluck Dinner Dar-e-Mehr 

Sat, Aug 16th, 6 pm - 11 pm Navroz Dinner Party Shubham Hall, Sunnyvale 

Sat, Aug 30th, 9:30 am Car Rally Danville, CA 

Sat, Sept 27th, 5 pm Ghambar Campbell Community Ctr.  

mailto:newsletter@zanc.org
mailto:events@zanc.org


 

ZANC SUMMER WATERPARK DAY 
JULY 19th, 11 AM - 6 PM AT WAVE WATERPARK IN DUBLIN  

The ZANC board is excited to hold our 
first water park event at The Dublin Wave 

 

This event is open to everyone in the 
community so bring your smiles, towels, 
change of clothes, (showers available 
onsite) or just come to hang out!  

ZANC board members will arrive when 
the park opens at 11am to hold a few 
tables for us.  Once you walk in, you 
should easily find everyone. 

Note: no outside food is allowed inside 
the park.   You are free to purchase your 
own food at the concession stand or go 
out and get a bite to eat then come back. 

Registration Deadline: JULY 17th 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 

Questions? Contact Fredy Kadva  
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  REGISTRATION OPEN FOR THE ZANC CAR RALLY   
   AUG 30th, 9:30 AM SHARP IN DANVILLE 
Join us for a fun-filled social car rally - a unique car-based 
scavenger hunt that blends community spirit, teamwork, and 
a dash of friendly competition! Gather your friends or family, 
hop in the car, and follow a route filled with clues, 
checkpoints, and lighthearted challenges. Whether you're 
navigating backroads or solving riddles together, it's a great 
way to explore, connect, and create lasting memories.  

🏎️  CLICK HERE TO REGISTER   🏎️  

          For registration questions please email events@zanc.org 
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MUKTAD PRAYERS AND NAVROZ JASHAN INFORMATION 

 

​  
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SAVE THE DATE – ZANC NAVROZ PARTY 
 

Save the date for a rocking Navroz Party – dress in your finest, bring your 
dancing shoes, and get ready to enjoy a night of fab food, great music, and 
a jabarjast naatak! Registration details coming soon on the ZANC website.  
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YOUTH ENGAGEMENT 
 

Get Ready For Another Youth Event on July 26th! 
 

Mt. Diablo Exploring and Sunset  

Summer is here, and it’s the perfect time to join 
Zara and other Bay Area youth for an evening 
adventure at Mt. Diablo! Come hang out, take a 
stroll, share some laughs, and soak in a stunning 
sunset together. 

Date/Time: Sat, July 26th at 4 pm 

Place: Mt. Diablo North Gate (see flyer for specific 
details)  

Questions? Contact Zara Minwalla 

  
CLICK HERE TO RSVP 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Recap of June’s Youth Event - Fruit Picking in Brentwood   
 

On June 14th, our Z-Youth came 
together for their monthly meetup - this 
time for a fun-filled fruit picking adventure 
in Brentwood! Armed with hats and cool 
sunglasses, the young participants set 
out to gather fresh summer fruit. They 
returned with bags full of juicy apricots, 
peaches, nectarines, and mulberries. It 
was a sweet and memorable way to kick 
off the summer, enjoy the sunshine, and 
connect with new friends. 

 

    

 ZANC Newsletter​ ​ ​ ​ July 2025​ ​ ​ ​ ​           7 

To join the youth group email Zara Minwalla at youth@zanc.org.  

For upcoming youth events make sure to join the NorCal Youth Instagram: zy_norcal  

mailto:zaraminwalla@gmail.com
https://partiful.com/e/HJvAoJEHRspdBweN1Dzb
mailto:youth@zanc.org
https://www.instagram.com/zy_norcal/


 

 

RECENT EVENTS 
 

ANNUAL PICNIC IN THE PARK 
ZANC's Picnic in the Park on June 22nd at Lake Elizabeth in 

Fremont was a sunny day of community fun! Families enjoyed delicious BBQ, water 
balloon fights, a lively tug-of-war, and plenty of laughs. With great weather and good 
company, it was the perfect summer gathering. 
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Visit the Facebook 
page for fun pics/videos 



 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

Natalie Kanga 
 

This month, we celebrate an incredible young woman who has generously dedicated 
her time, energy and talents to support our community over the years, all while currently 
enrolled in a full-time graduate program. From serving on ZANC sub-committees to 
counseling at summer Z camp, her commitment to community service exemplifies what 
can be achieved  through dedication, passion and the spirit of giving back. 👌👌 

 
 

Natalie Kanga was born in Toronto and raised in San Jose 
where she grew up with her Parsi father, Canadian mother, 
and younger sister. She completed 
her undergraduate at UC San 
Diego in Psychology/ Human 
Health and Music and then worked 
as a behavior therapist as well as 
the manager of a music and arts 
school. She went on to obtain her 
masters at Arizona State and is 
currently pursuing a PhD in 
Counseling Psychology at the 
University of Georgia. Her time is spent teaching an 

undergraduate course, seeing a caseload of clients, and developing her research on holistic 
interventions which combine physical and mental wellbeing.  

 
Natalie has contributed to the Bay Area Zoroastrian community in 
various ways over the past decade. In 2021, she co-created the 
Zoroastrian Portraits Book which raised over $10,000 for the 
community and helped film a short documentary showcasing Persian 
and Indian Zoroastrian voices in the Bay Area. She has also been a 
lead counselor at the Zcamp for several years. Natalie has spoken at 
two congresses in London and Houston, and she was most recently 
named the FEZANA Scholar of 2024. She is currently serving on the 
NCZC committee which is spearheading the 
effort for a new community center. In the future, 
she hopes to see the ZANC youth thriving, and 
the elders taken care of. She envisions a united 
community of Indian and Persian Zoroastrians 

who feel grounded and empowered by their Zoroastrian identity -- a 
community that comes together for weekly gatherings, and that makes a 
positive impact on surrounding communities and the environment. 
 
In her free time she loves to create (music, art, food, etc), play volleyball, 
run, and spend time outside with her friends and her dearest dog, Banjo 
(who was adopted from a shelter in LA and is the joy of her life).  

                 Coffee Chat with Natalie 

    

 ZANC Newsletter​ ​ ​ ​ July 2025​ ​ ​ ​ ​           9 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Moghgghf_ek
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Congratulations to the Sunvala Siblings on their Graduations! 
 

Freyana Sunavala graduated with a degree in 
Business Management from San Jose State 
University and will start work with Deloitte in 
San Francisco. 
 

Zaal Sunavala graduated from California High 
School and will be attending UC Riverside in the 
fall to major in Neuroscience. 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

An Appeal To Health Insurance Experts in our Community 

The ZANC Board is presently seeking support from anyone with expertise in health 
insurance to assist Shirin, our beloved caretaker at the Dar-e-Mehr, in navigating her 
medical insurance issues. Shirin presently is doing well and has medical health 
coverage, however she needs help with managing the discussions with the insurance 
company primarily around billing. This effort will be in collaboration with a representative 
from PZO who can help translate into Farsi, as Shirin is more comfortable 
communicating in that language. Your assistance can make a meaningful difference in 
her time of need. If you’re in a position to help, please email the ZANC Board. 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Monthly  Women’s  Gathering  At  The Dar-e--Mehr 
 

The Mehr-e-Mitra Fellowship offers a welcoming 
space for women in the Zoroastrian community to 
connect, grow, and uplift one another. Inspired by 
Mitra Pishdadi, a beloved member of the PZO 
community, who once hosted these gatherings in her 
home, we now continue her legacy at the 
Dar-e-Mehr. Come and enjoy a morning of music, art, 
and meaningful conversation.  
 
Join us on the third Sunday of each month from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm and bring a 
light lunch or brunch item to share. (Exception: July Meeting will be on July 13th)  
 
Note: Please reach out to Armita Pishdadi to confirm meeting schedules, as they may 
occasionally be canceled due to unforeseen circumstances or event conflicts.  
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
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The NCZC Town Hall Meeting Summary 
 

 

The Northern California Zoroastrian Center (NCZC) Town 
Hall on June 28th focused on the urgent need to 
establish a new Community Center to ensure the 
long-term cultural, social, and religious vitality of the 
community. About 65 people attended the meeting in 
person and over Zoom. 
 

The current Dar-e-Mehr faces severe zoning, permit, and site limitations that prevent 
legal or expanded use, with its original 1986 conditional use permit long expired. PZO 
continues to maintain the property to ensure safety but is unable to make improvements 
and expand use due to these permit limitations. 
 
A previous community survey showed strong support—88% favored purchasing 
a new property and 86% were willing to contribute financially—leading to initial 
fundraising efforts. With progress stalled in recent years NCZC plans to issue a NEW 
survey to reassess interest and guide next steps together as a community. 
 

Inspired by this overwhelming support for a new center, a group of volunteers formed  
the NCZC committee in 2014, with the goal of fundraising and securing a new center.  
 

To date, that committee has raised $1.4 million toward our $5 million goal!! 
 

Next Steps:  
●​ On July 7th 2025, NCZC will distribute a survey to the community to gather input 

and better understand levels of interest 
●​ Takeaways from the survey will be shared with the community 
●​ NCZC will be providing monthly updates which include fundraising updates 

 
 

The NCZC committee would like to 
warmly invite dedicated community 
members, especially those who 
wish to volunteer on a regular basis, 
to be a part of this important 
milestone for our shared future. 
 
If you’d like to join this effort or have 
questions, please send an e-mail to 
nczc@googlegroups.com 
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IN OTHER NEWS 
 

YOUTH VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
 

Play your part in capturing the history of our 
community and preserving the stories that have 

shaped our past and will inspire future generations!  
 

The FIRES committee is currently seeking youth 
volunteers for their oral history project to conduct 
interviews or to edit interview transcripts and 
video/audio. Training sessions will be scheduled to 
familiarize Zoroastrian youth with the oral history 
process. Volunteer hours will be counted towards service 
learning and certificates and/or recommendations will be 
available upon request. For any further questions, 
please  EMAIL Sharmeen Mehri or Aban Rustomji. 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Zoroastrian Youth of North America (ZYNA)  
ZYNA is a dynamic and youth-driven organization, which brings 
together Zoroastrian youth representatives from the Zarathushti 
diaspora in North America, operating under the auspices of FEZANA.  

Mission: To facilitate connections, 
cultivate leadership, strengthen 
community ties, and support the 
holistic development of Zoroastrian 
youth between the ages of 15 and 35. 

Events: Socials (retreats and camps), 
Z-mentoring program (an initiative 
which aims to connect Z youth with 
experienced mentors across various 
professions), and zoom connections. 

Membership: ZYNA warmly welcomes Zoroastrian youth aged 15-35, with those under 
18 requiring parental/guardian permission to join. Membership is FREE so if you’re 
enthusiastic about contributing to ZYNA’s vibrant community, we invite you to fill out our 
membership form and explore opportunities to get involved in one of our committees.  

Membership Questions? Email Iyanah Jamula/Natasha Patel, Membership Co-Chairs 

General Questions? Check out this page 
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Z YOUTH SUCCESS WORLDWIDE 

The following summaries are adapted from articles originally published in the Parsi 
Times paper, highlighting the impressive achievements of our young Zoroastrian youth 
in the US and India. By winning awards in sports, public relations, and inventions, these 
youngsters have made our small community very proud and serve as great role models.  

Yazad Elavia wins the PRmoment India 30 Under 30 Award  

Mumbai-based public relations professional, 23 year old, Yazad 
Elavia beat out 139 other nationwide entries to win the PRmoment 
India 30 Under 30 Award 2025 by Godrej and Adfactors PR. The 
award honors exceptional young talent shaping the future of India’s 
communication landscape. Currently a senior account executive at 
Edelman, he has worked across integrated campaigns for global 
e-commerce, technology and lifestyle brands. Yazad attributes his 
success to his passion for storytelling and a unique ability to blend 

culture, strategy and data. Yazad also holds a black belt in karate, plays the piano and enjoys 
travel and learning languages. (Parsi Times - May 3rd, 2025) 🥇🎖️ 

Shahaan Tavadia Completes his 3rd SF Open Water Swim 

15 year old Shanaan Tavadia from New River, Arizona, recently 
completed his third consecutive open water swim, from Alcatraz 
Island to the San Francisco shore, including the challenging Golden 
Gate Bridge crossing. The annual two-day event tests the limits of 
even the most seasoned swimmers, with freezing temperatures and 
unpredictable currents, so having completed it three times at such a 
young age is truly a triumph!! For Shahaan, this is a ritual of courage 
and discipline. Currently a 10th grader, Shahaan is also a third-degree 
black belt in Taekwondo and an active participant in DECA. But the 

most impressive feat of his community involvement is his newly appointed role as secretary at 
the Zoroastrian Association of Arizona (ZAAZ). (Parsi Times - April 26th, 2025) 🥇🎖️ 

 

Parham Patel Wins 1st Place in the Grades4Life Program 

Parham Patel, an 11 year old sixth grader at Green Brook Middle 
School in New Jersey was awarded the first prize in the ‘Grades4Life 
Entrepreneurship Program’, for his innovative product idea aimed at 
reducing toothpaste waste. Students pitched real-world solutions to a 
panel of ‘Shark Tank’ judges. Parham presented his concept of an 
automatic toothpaste dispenser that dispenses a preset amount to 
eliminate waste. His invention, featuring micro-tuning precision and a 
specially formulated toothpaste, addresses the global problem of 
waste (which is up to 15% of toothpaste remains unused in 

discarded tubes each year. The Governor of Green Brook awarded Parham the top honor, 
commending his creativity, passion, and vision. His achievement stands as an inspiring example 
of young innovation making a meaningful impact. (Parsi Times - April 19th, 2025) 🥇🎖️ 
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ARTS AND EDUCATION 
 

NAMC INSTITUTE OF 
ZOROASTRIAN STUDIES 

Course: Young Mobed Training (for initiated 
Mobeds under the age of 30) 

Venue: in-person at the Zoroastrian Association 
in New York 

Dates: Sat, July 12th and Sun, July 13th 

Questions? EMAIL the registrar 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Re-Opening the Framji Dadabhoy Alpaiwalla Museum 
Celebrating the Rich Heritage of the Parsi-Zoroastrian Community  

The Framji Dadabhoy Alpaiwalla Museum, 
Mumbai’s only institution dedicated to Parsi- 
Zoroastrian history, reopened its doors on 
March 27th, 2025, following an extensive 
restoration and modernization effort funded 
by the Bombay Parsi Panchayat and the 
Ministry of Cultural Affairs.  
 
 

Address: N S Patkar Marg, Babulnath, Khareghat Colony, Malabar Hill, Mumbai 
 

Timings: Monday to Friday, 10 am to 5.30 pm 
 

More on the Museum: YouTube Video | Parsi Times | BBC News | Bombay Parsi Punchayet 

Shared by ZANC member Dinsha Mistree: 
“This museum had been under restoration for quite some time and only recently reopened to the 
public a few months ago. Located in Khareghat Colony, it’s a fascinating and intimate 
space—definitely worth visiting if you’re in Mumbai. It’s a small museum, and you can easily 
explore all the exhibits in about 60 to 90 minutes. I saw it 2 months ago and am very proud to 
say that my kaki (aunt) Firoza Punthakey Mistree, made it come to life and is one of the two 
curators, along with Pheroza Godrej”. 
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CONNECT AND CONTACT  
 

Join ZANC WhatsApp Groups, Facebook and Instagram  
 

●​ WhatsApp: CLICK HERE to join WhatsApp 
●​ Facebook: CLICK HERE to join Facebook 
●​ Instagram: CLICK HERE to follow Instagram 

 

Stay engaged with other Zs, post pictures, and strengthen our community connections.  
NOTE: You will still continue to get the ZANC monthly newsletter and email blasts in your email.  
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Maintain Active Membership: Active memberships are vital to ensuring the continued 
growth and success of our community here in Northern CA. Your membership dues go 
toward maintaining our Dar-e-Mehr, sustaining ZANC’s operations, and funding valuable 
programs that benefit all members. CLICK HERE to join or renew your membership. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
All feedback & suggestions 
are welcome & encouraged: 
 
General questions: email the 
ZANC BOARD 
 
Membership: email the 
ZANC SECRETARY 
 
Volunteering: email the 
EVENTS COORDINATOR 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
THE NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE: 

Stay connected with the ZANC Newsletter — your source 
for community news, announcements, and upcoming 
events. Please EMAIL us your personal milestones so we 
can celebrate and acknowledge them with the community.   
All content must be received by the 20th of the month. 

 
 

Editor: Dianne Patel (newsletter@zanc.org)  

Collaborators: Delzin Choksey and Kathleen Chothia  
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