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Editor’s Note 
Dear ZANC Community,  

As I reflected on what to highlight in this month’s newsletter, the thought of May instantly 
brought to mind flowers, sunshine, moms… and women! It felt only natural, then, to 
dedicate this issue to the strong, creative and hardworking women in our world — and 
especially within our community. Women contribute so much to our lives and our 
societies - some in the spotlight, and many more in supportive roles. It is only fitting that 
we take at least one month of the year to celebrate their stories. This month, we feature 
two creative and talented ZANC members – Delzin Choksey (author of several 
children’s books) and Sonal Bhujwala (who uses her decorating talent to help others 
plan Navjote ceremonies) Read about the Z women’s delegation who spoke at the 
United Nations.  And ladies, don’t miss reading about the women’s retreat in the UK! 😉  

Last but not least, remember to shower your moms, grandmoms and any ‘other’ moms 
in your lives with loads of love this month. Life is short; so hug them, kiss them, spoil 
them & bestow upon them all the joys to last a lifetime. 🌹Happy Reading 🌹 
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Dear ZANC Members, 

As mentioned in the recent AGM (Annual General Meeting) the ZANC Board has 
received several suggestions to change the ZANC Bylaws. In the spirit of being holistic, 
inclusive, and thorough, we are inviting the ZANC community to review the current  
bylaws and provide actionable feedback on any proposed changes by following the 
procedures outlined below: 

1)​ CLICK HERE to read the current ZANC Bylaws.  

2)​ Submit your suggestion using this GOOGLE FORM. 

a)​ Please submit one request per change. 

b)​ Clearly reference the relevant Article and Section of the bylaws for 

which you would like to suggest changes. 

c)​ Only well-articulated and clearly written suggestions will be 

considered by the review committee. 

This process is intended to gather thoughtful, constructive input that will help us 
strengthen and evolve our governance in line with our community’s needs. It will also 
help the bylaws committee thoroughly review and evaluate all input.  

We truly value your voice and encourage all members to take the time to review and 
share any ideas or concerns with regard to the current bylaws. 

Thank you for your engagement and continued support. 

Submission Deadline: May 31st, 2025. 

Regards, 

ZANC Bylaws Subcommittee 

(Kathleen Chothia, Percy Wadia, Afshad Mistri, & Burzin Patel) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

SUMMER IS HERE!  TIME FOR PICNIC IN THE PARK  
JUNE 22nd, 11 AM - 4 PM AT CENTRAL PARK, FREMONT  

Join us for a fun filled day with delicious BBQ, cool drinks, 
games and more at Lake Elizabeth in Central Park. 
 

Ticket Prices:  
Member Adult (10+) - $20 
Member Children (5-10) -$10 
Non-Member Adult (10+) - $40 
Non-Member Children (5-10) $15 
Kids under 5 - Free 

What to Bring: 
Sunscreen & Games 
Lawn Chairs & Picnic Blankets  
Towels & Extra Water  

Green Tip: Bring your reusable plates, mugs, and utensils to reduce waste. 

Questions? Contact Jamshid Kekobad  
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: This event depends on the support of volunteers to ensure 
its success. From setup to cleanup, every bit of help counts. Please EMAIL the events 
coordinator to lend a helping hand! 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
FUTURE EVENTS – MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  
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Registration 
Deadline: JUNE 12th  

CLICK HERE TO 
REGISTER 

DATE / TIME EVENT LOCATION 

Sat, May 10th, 3 - 5 pm ZANC Bowling Bash Belmateo Bowl, San Mateo 

Sun, June 22nd, 11 - 4 pm Picnic in the Park Central Park, Fremont 

July 24th - 27th  Bay Area Z-Camp Dar-e-Mehr 

Sat, Aug 2nd  Car Rally San Ramon 

Aug 10th - 14th Muktad Prayers Dar-e-Mehr 

Sat, Aug 16th Navroze Dinner Party Shubham Hall, Sunnyvale 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/40000+Paseo+Padre+Pkwy,+Fremont,+CA+94538/@37.5480666,-121.9653369,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x808fc0ea16c109f3:0xba7d604b1c2077f2!8m2!3d37.5480666!4d-121.9653369!16s%2Fg%2F11t_zk_zjk?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDQxNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
mailto:board@zanc.org
mailto:events@zanc.org
https://www.zanc.org/
https://www.zanc.org/


 

YOUTH Z-CAMP (Ages 13-17) – SOLD OUT!! 
JULY 24th - 27th AT THE DAR-E-MEHR 

 
Add your name to the waitlist HERE   
 

Z-Camp Website: CLICK HERE  
Questions?  EMAIL the Z-Camp coordinator          
 

See what past campers have to say: 
I loved ZCamp since I got to make new friends while doing fun activities and learning about our 
religion. All the counselors were very welcoming and promoted team activities which 
encouraged a lot of interaction between campers – Meher Wadia, East Bay 

I got to make close friends and connect with people who share my same religion. The 
counselors led us in deep discussions about Zoroastrianism and its future. The camp is full of 
fun games and the smores and dance party were my favorite part – Shahvir Bhujwala, East Bay 

 

RECENT EVENTS 
 

ZANC Visits Sacramento Dar-e-Mehr 
for a Special Community Outing 

On Saturday, April 12th, about 40 members of ZANC enjoyed a delightful trip to the 
Sacramento Dar-e-Mehr for a friendly meet-and-greet with fellow Zoroastrians from the 
Sacramento Zoroastrian Association (SZA). The outing was filled with warmth, 
community spirit, and cultural connection. Upon arrival, ZANC members were graciously 
welcomed by Darius Captain and Cody Pashutani, the founder and current president of 
SZA. The morning began with lively games of Bingo, setting a joyful tone for the day. 
Guests were then taken on a fascinating tour of the community center, library, and the 
Dar-e-Mehr, which was inaugurated in March 2017. The pride and dedication of the 
Sacramento community were evident in every corner of the facility. The highlight for 
many was the incredible hospitality shown by the ladies of SZA, who prepared a 
delicious array of homemade snacks and a hearty lunch. The spread included baked 
dishes, breads, salads, Persian rice, Aushe Mir, a variety of desserts, and 
more—ensuring that no one left hungry! 

It was truly inspiring to witness how this small yet passionate Zoroastrian community 
has created such a meaningful space for future generations. The day was a perfect 
reminder of the strength of community and the shared values that unite us all.         
Read more about their incredible journey HERE. 

    

 ZANC Newsletter​ ​ ​ ​ May 2025​ ​ ​ ​ ​           4 
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Yum yum! 
 

 
 

        

 

 

👆The wonderful cooks 👆 

 

A big thanks to ZANC board member Burzin Patel for coordinating the event 
alongside Darius and Cody from SZA and to the lovely ladies of SZA for 
painstakingly cooking all the amazing food. We also extend our gratitude to 
several ZANC volunteers who generously offered rides to those in our 
community who couldn’t attend on their own. Their kindness truly embodied 
the spirit of community and inclusion, ensuring that everyone had the 
opportunity to join in the fun. All this teamwork helped bring the day to life!  

    

 ZANC Newsletter​ ​ ​ ​ May 2025​ ​ ​ ​ ​           5 

Many more fun pictures on 
the ZANC Facebook page 



 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

Sonal Bhujwala  
 

This month, we spotlight talented ZANC member, Sonal Bhujwala, who has turned her 
passion for decorating to help parents plan meaningful Navjote ceremonies. 
 

 

Sonal moved to East Bay in 2018  with her husband, Dazzle  and son 
Shahvir from New York and immediately felt very welcomed by the 
local Bay Area Zoroastrian community. Her journey to supporting 
others with Navjote decor began in 2019, during her own son's 
ceremony, when she experienced firsthand how overwhelming the 
planning process could be while balancing family responsibilities. 
Drawing from her own experience, she now shares her love for 
Zoroastrian traditions by guiding other families through every step of 
their Navjote preparations.  
 

Sonal lends her passion for decorating and organizing to create 
elegant setups and personalized touches, helping families enjoy a stress-free and memorable 
celebration. Through this, her goal is to inspire families to hold Navjote ceremonies for their 
children, as she believes it strengthens their bond to the community.  
 

When she’s not volunteering her time to help others, Sonal enjoys road trips, yoga, hiking, and 
gardening. She holds a BA in psychology and is passionate about world history, exploring 
different cultures, and advocating for social justice. 

 

A showcase of Sonal’s decorating expertise:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Parizad Palia says “Sonal assisted me with my daughter Aafrin’s Navjote at the Dar-e- Mehr, 
handling each aspect of the ceremony with dedication and a personal touch. Thanks to her 
helping hand and attention to detail, our special day was completely stress free”.  
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If you or any ZANC member you know would like to be in the spotlight, we would love 
to hear from you. Please email the editor to be considered for this feature. 

mailto:newsletter@zanc.org


 

Z-CLASS UPDATES 
 

    Graduation: Sunday, May 4th (open to all)​  
 

         Total Enrollment for 2024-25: 80 students 
 
 

Teachers and Age Groups: 
Pre-K and Kindergarten: Sima Zomorrodi, Parisa Jahanian, Farin Soroushi  
1st and 2nd Grades: Alysha Kadva, Sharmin Ghyara  
3rd, 4th and 5th Grades: Homa Jahanian, Zinaida Engineer 
Middle School: Parinaz Kianian, Azita Patel, Mahdis Gheibi, Nahid Varjavand, Delzin Choksey 
High School: Shohreh Aryani, Ray Irani, Dinsha Mistree  
 

Theme for the Year:  
The theme for the 2024-2025 school year was Service, inspired by Gatha Verse 34 

 
2025 Z Class Art Project:  
 
The picture on the left is an art project inspired by this year’s theme 
which was Service. The teachers envisioned a collaborative 
masterpiece that would not only showcase the artistic talents of each 
child, but also embody the spirit of service by demonstrating how 
individual contributions can come together to create something 
greater than the sum of its parts. Each child painted a unique 4-inch 
square, and these individual creations were assembled into one giant 
framed work of art. This unified piece reflects the idea that serving a 
community often means working together, supporting one another, 
and valuing every contribution. It is now proudly showcased in the hall 
of the main building, serving as a vibrant reminder of the power of 
collective effort, teamwork, and creativity.  
 
 

Topics Covered This Year: Students have actively participated in learning about the rich 
history and cultural heritage of the Zoroastrian faith, including its ancient traditions, significant 
religious celebrations, and the spiritual teachings found in the Gathas. They have also explored 
the concept and attributes of the Amesha Spentas, gaining a deeper understanding of their 
symbolic meanings and roles within the Zoroastrian belief system. Elementary school kids enjoy 
an hour of instruction complemented by engaging activities like crafts and coloring, designed to 
enhance their lessons and creativity. Meanwhile, middle and high school students collaborate on 
group projects that encourage teamwork, skill-building, and deeper learning. 
 
Next Z Class: The fall semester will begin in September 2025  

Questions/Information: Email Z-CLASS or CLICK HERE to learn more about Z-Classes    
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

A JOYOUS ANNOUNCEMENT!!  
Welcome Baby Boy Veer Feroze Karanjia 

ZANC welcomes its newest and youngest member to our 
community: Veer Feroze Karanjia - Born April 1st, 2025 
(Parsi Roj Behram, Mah Ava). 

Proud parents, Sharon Pithawalla and Feroze Karanjia are 
overjoyed, as are ecstatic 
grandparents Zarine and Khushroo 
Pithawalla and Veera and Percy 

Karanjia, at the arrival of their precious  bundle of joy. 

Veer’s name holds deep significance. It symbolizes 
fearlessness, bravery, heroism, and the strength to stand for 
righteousness. It is also a heartfelt tribute to the late Ms. Veera 
Bhiwandiwala, Sharon’s beloved school teacher, who instilled 
in her the timeless values of Good Thoughts, Good Words, and 
Good Deeds – values that continue to guide her life, and now 
will be passed on to little Veer. 

We join the Karanjia and Pithawalla families in celebrating this beautiful blessing and 
wish Baby Veer a lifetime of health, happiness, and purpose. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

🙏  IN MEMORIAM  🙏 
   
It is with deep sadness that we announce the passing of 
Mahrukh Choksi, on April 12th, 2025. Mahrukh was a 
long-time resident of Vallejo, California.  
 
She is lovingly remembered by her husband, Adil Choksi, and 
her brother, Rohinton Morris.  
 
Those who wish to share a memory on her tribute wall may do 
so by clicking HERE. 

The ZANC community extends its heartfelt condolences to the entire family during this 
difficult time. May her soul rest in everlasting peace and light.  
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YOUTH ENGAGEMENT 
 

Join the Bay Area Youth Group (ages 18-35) 
Connect, Learn, and Grow Together! 

2 FUN YOUTH EVENTS TOOK PLACE LAST MONTH  

ZANC Board member Zara Minwalla recently hosted a small get-together at her home 
for local Z youth to celebrate Navroze and to keep the Parsi food traditions alive. It was 

a fun filled evening, chatting and feasting 
on Dhan dal, Patio, Sali Boti, Beeda, 
Curry Chawal, Gujarati Potatoes, Rus 
Chawal along with Bhakras, Copra Pak, 
and Ravo for dessert! Yum! Yum! Zara 
hopes to put on several events to 
encourage younger generations to find 
community and cultural belonging. She 
will be spearheading an initiative to not 
only bring youth together, but also to 
foster knowledge and confidence about 
participating in ZANC’s future. 😎 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Meanwhile, a lively outdoor bash sparked by two spirited Zoro youths, Ariana 
Kermanizadeh and Bijan Varjavand  
took place on a beautiful, sunny day at 
Dolores Park in  San Francisco where 
about 17 or so Z-youth got together for 
an fun day of volleyball, spike ball and 
snacks under the sun. Since quite a few 
folks had shared that they had recently 
moved to (or returned to) NorCal and 
didn’t know many people yet, the event 
turned out to be a wonderful way to 
foster a feeling of community among 
youth and spark new friendships! 🏐 
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To join the youth group email Zara Minwalla at zaraminwalla@gmail.com 

For upcoming youth events make sure to join the NorCal Youth Instagram: zy_norcal  

mailto:zaraminwalla@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/zy_norcal/


 

 

Annual General Meeting Report (2024) 
 
 
 

Date: April 5, 2025, 11:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Location: In person at the Dar-e-Mehr & Zoom 

Presenters: ZANC Board Members and Adil Engineer 
  

The meeting was called to order by ZANC Secretary Burzin Patel once quorum was established. 
The 2023 AGM minutes were approved following a motion by Zarine Randeria and seconded by 
Parizad Bharucha. The meeting began with an overview of the agenda, which included the 
following key topics: 2025 priorities, financials, membership, youth engagement, bylaws update, 
and the new community center. 
  
President’s Update (Bomi Patel):  
President Bomi opened the meeting with a warm welcome and a recap of the past year’s 
events. He also introduced the current ZANC Board members and expressed appreciation for 
their dedication and service. A special thank you was extended to Er. Kobad Jamshed for his 
unwavering commitment in conducting the Muktad prayers and several jashans throughout the 
year. Looking ahead, Bomi outlined key priorities for 2025, which include increasing youth 
participation, modernizing technology tools, and enhancing volunteer engagement. In response 
to strong community interest, Bomi also announced that the ZANC newsletter has been officially 
reinstated and will now be emailed monthly, helping to keep members informed and connected. 
  
Financial Overview (2024) 
The 2024 financials were presented and unanimously approved, following a motion by Adil 
Engineer, seconded by Erach Tarapore. All members voted in favor, with none opposed. The 
overview included a comprehensive discussion of income, expenses, and the balance sheet, 
along with clarification on restricted funds and net income reporting. Due to lower-than-expected 
turnout, some past events incurred financial losses, prompting encouragement for members to 
attend and support future events. Event costs have risen in recent years, yet ZANC remains 
committed to keeping pricing accessible, typically between $65–$75, which is still below 
comparable community rates. To ensure better financial returns, idle funds have been 
strategically moved into higher-yield CDs earning 3.2% interest. Clarifications were also 
provided regarding how net income is represented in the balance sheet, emphasizing that 
certain funds are restricted and cannot be used for general operations. A review of the 2024 
PZO expenses was also conducted. On a positive note, the community is grateful to a generous 
donor who gifted new chairs for the current Dar-e-Mehr - a much appreciated contribution. 
  
Membership Update (Burzin Patel): 
Burzin summarized the latest membership statistics for 2025, noting: 199 member households, 
378 individual members, and 448 total households in the ZANC database. The Board 
encouraged all current  members to help expand the community by reaching out to 
non-members and inviting them to join. Growing our membership base is key to strengthening 
our collective impact and ensuring a vibrant future for ZANC. In response to community 
feedback, the Board will begin hosting member-only events, with priority registration offered to 
members as an added benefit. Membership dues directly support a range of initiatives and 
activities including cultural celebrations, youth programs, and the ongoing maintenance of the 
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Dar-e-Mehr. Continued active membership is vital to nurturing our sense of community and 
ensuring ZANC’s long-term success and sustainability. 
 
ZANC Events 2025 (Dilber Mistry): 
Dilber (Events Coordinator) shared exciting plans for the upcoming year, aiming to host 10–12 
engaging events in 2025. These will include Nowruz celebrations, baking contests, Ghambar 
gatherings, cultural potlucks and more! Volunteers are sought to assist with event planning, 
logistics, and coordinating carpools and those interested are encouraged to email Dilber. 

Youth Engagement Plan (Zara Minwalla): 
Zara (Youth Coordinator) discussed the barriers to youth engagement, such as limited 
communication and event relevance. New initiatives to engage this age group will include 
youth-focused social events like Six Flags trips, Golden Gate Park outings, and overnight 
retreats, with the goal of building a connected Zoroastrian youth community in the Bay Area. 
 
Community Engagement, Technology & Communication: 
The ZANC Board is actively working to modernize its technological infrastructure and overall 
presence. Projects currently under review include improvements to the membership registration, 
donation portal, payment systems, website enhancements, and expanded social media 
outreach. Engagement through the monthly newsletter, WhatsApp groups, Facebook, and 
Instagram continues to grow and email communication has been significantly improved in the 
last few months. Members were also reminded to check their spam folders for missed emails. 

Bylaws Update Project (Burzin Patel): 
A bylaws update initiative was introduced by Burzin Patel, who explained that the Board will 
solicit written feedback from the ZANC community, assimilate all the input, and have ZANC 
members vote on the final set of proposals. 

NCZC Update (Adil Engineer):  
Adil provided an update on the New Community Center known as the NCZC (Northern 
California Zoroastrian Center) initiative. He stated that the current Dar-e-Mehr cannot be used 
for large gatherings. The cost to bring the current site up to code is estimated at over $1 million 
and needs county approvals. To date, $1.3 million has been raised from 125 donors, but further 
progress depends on additional fundraising and community support. Joint efforts with PZO 
continue, but total available funds remain below the necessary target. A new survey will be 
circulated to assess member interest in continuing with upkeep of the existing structure or 
pursuing a new center. Members are encouraged to respond to this very important survey.  
  
Acknowledgments: A special recognition was extended to Dianne Patel (Newsletter Editor) 
and Suhana Patel (Social Media Coordinator) for their invaluable contributions to ZANC 
communications and their key role in keeping our community informed, engaged and connected 
  
Adjournment: Motion was made by Parizad Bharucha and seconded by Percy Vania.   
 
Recording: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O73yZA2NLDeFvbmmB4_oQYDXrwFL1ta_/view?usp=sharing 
 
The meeting ended with this insightful statement by Nina Bhasia to the community… 
“The community is at a crossroads. We must think ahead with faith and confidence. The great 
cathedrals of Europe took 400 years to complete. That was no reason not to start - the work was 
started and stopped over many generations but folks had the faith to start the job and trust in its 
completion. You cannot know the end of a project but it is incumbent upon you to start it. The 
journey of a thousand miles starts with a single step”. 
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IN OTHER NEWS 
 

Z WOMEN LEAD DELEGATION AT THE UNITED NATIONS 
 

The 69th session of the United Nations Commission on 
the Status of Women (CSW69) was held March 10 - 21, 
2025 at the United Nations headquarters in New York. 
 
 

A prominent delegation of Zoroastrian leaders attended 
the event, including Anahita Verahrami, Anushe Irani, 
Azade Aria, Khursheed Ichhaporia, Mahtab B. Dastur, 
Marina Batliwalla, Mehernaz Kharoliwalla, Panteha 
Sorouspoor, Parinaz Dastur, Rashna Vaghaiwalla, 
Yassna Khosravi, Zia Pochkhanawala, Afreed Mistry, 
and Behram Pastakia. This year, the delegation 

presented both a virtual parallel event on the environment and an in-person parallel 
event in partnership with the NGO, Stella’s Girls, on education. The virtual parallel 
event, titled ‘Women as Environmental Leaders: Addressing Climate Change and Its 
Impact,’ focused on how climate change disproportionately affects women and the 
critical role they play in environmental leadership. Discussions explored the 
environmental challenges women face, including the unintended effects of 
environmental degradation on women’s health. A case study also highlighted efforts to 
align school policies with the Sustainable 
Development Goals, and examined how 
technology can empower women to lead climate 
action while conserving water and energy.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Women’s Leadership Retreat in England  
July 9th - 16th, 2025 

What: ZASHA would like to invite women to be part of an extraordinary women’s 
summit.The retreat is creating a sacred space for Zoroastrian women leaders to unite, 
inspire, and empower one another and celebrate the vibrancy of our sisterhood. 

Where: Join us at the ASHA Centre, nestled in the historic Forest of Dean, UK. 

Details: Cost: $1,400 – $1,550; Age requirement: 30+; CLICK HERE for more details. 

Registration Spaces are limited so please submit your ‘Expression of Interest’ as soon 
as possible! Formal invitations will be sent out shortly after.  
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Read more about these amazing 
women on the FEZANA Website 

https://www.unwomen.org/en/how-we-work/commission-on-the-status-of-women/csw69-2025
https://www.ashacentre.org/
https://zasha.info/world-zoroastrian-womens-leadership-retreat-2025-embracing-sacred-leadership/
https://forms.gle/aM3p9yxTW2F65M6g9
https://fezana.org/category/press/


 

ARTS AND EDUCATION 
 

NAMC INSTITUTE OF 
ZOROASTRIAN 

STUDIES  
 

FUTURE PROGRAMS: 

CLICK HERE to view & register 
for all their upcoming classes 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Making Z Books and Calendars Fun for Children 

Delzin Choksey: A long time ZANC member 
highlights her passion for kids and books 

Delzin Choksey is an author and illustrator of children's 
picture books and a ZANC member for almost 15 
years. Her work for Z kids is well known among the 
community and has been featured in publications such 
as Parsiana, FEZANA, and Parsi Times. 

 

The Navjote Activity Book 
This engaging book offers a delightful learning experience for 
young Zoroastrians preparing for their Navjote and has sections 
dedicated to life after navjote as well. Filled with games, stickers 
and delightful recipes, this interactive resource is perfect for 
exploring the ceremony and its significance with tangible activities. 

 
The Zoroastrian Shahenshahi Calendar 
Produced annually by Delzin, this calendar is packed with meaningful 
reminders from the Avesta, quotes from the Gathas or meanings of 
each month! It features bright and beautiful illustrations and drawings. 
Initially created for young Zoroastrian kids, the calendar now serves 
both youth and adults alike. 
 

 

Explore Delzin's other Work: 
Online Store: www.crispydoodles.etsy.com​ Books: www.crispydoodles.com/books 
Website: www.delzin.com​ ​ ​ For Zoroastrian Kids: ZKids 
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CONNECT AND CONTACT  
 

Join ZANC WhatsApp Groups, Facebook and Instagram  
 

●​ WhatsApp: CLICK HERE to join WhatsApp 
●​ Facebook: CLICK HERE to join Facebook 
●​ Instagram: CLICK HERE to follow Instagram 

 

Stay engaged with other Zs, post pictures, and strengthen our community connections.  
NOTE: You will still continue to get the ZANC monthly newsletter and email blasts in your email.  
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Maintain Active Membership: Active memberships are vital to ensuring the continued 
growth and success of our community here in Northern CA.  Your membership dues go 
toward maintaining our Dar-e-Mehr, sustaining ZANC’s operations, and funding valuable 
programs that benefit all members. CLICK HERE to renew your membership. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
All feedback & suggestions 
are welcome & encouraged: 
 
General questions: email the 
ZANC BOARD 
 
Membership: email the 
ZANC SECRETARY 
 
Volunteering: email the 
EVENTS COORDINATOR 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
THE NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE: 
Get the scoop - stay in the loop! Stay connected with the 
ZANC Newsletter — your go-to source for community news, 
important announcements, and upcoming events. Whether 
it’s local highlights, or cultural celebrations,, we’re here to 
keep you informed and engaged all year round. 
 

Editor: Dianne Patel (newsletter@zanc.org)  

Collaborators: Delzin Choksey and Kathleen Chothia  
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And Finally… 
 
We invite you to share updates and milestones. 
Please EMAIL us your highlights such as births, 
navjotes, weddings, awards, graduations, and 
any other notable events so we can celebrate 
and acknowledge them with the community.  
 

Thank you! We look forward to hearing from you! 

All content must be received by the 20th of the month to be featured in next 
month's newsletter 

 

World Zoroastrian Organization, U.S. Region Ltd. 
               6943 Fieldstone Drive, Burr Ridge, Illinois 60527-5295 

Phone: (630) 654-8828 .  Fax: (630) 654-8838    kayomehta@aol.com 
  

TWO URGENT APPEALS FOR ASSISTANCE FROM INDIA   
 
SEVERE FIRE DAMAGE: Karl & Delaveen Mistry, a young and recently married couple in 
their mid-thirties are seeking assistance as their flat in Mumbai was severely damaged on 
account of an unfortunate fire. The estimated loss including damage to property and all 
household furnishings is to the extent of Rs. 2,500,000 ($30,000). They are seeking our 
support in this critical situation which will be invaluable to help them restore their home and 
resume their newly married life. 
  
MEDICAL APPEAL - PROSTHESIS FOR AN AMPUTATED LEG: Mrs. Tazin Vandrewala of 
Deolali, who had her left leg amputated below the knee due to Gangrenein December 2024 
has now recovered to be able to be fitted with a Prosthesis leg. The cost of the prosthesis is 
Rs. 400,000 ($5,000), which she can not afford as she works at a Rest House. She has 
requested that she will be obliged, if we can provide her the financial assistance for the same. 
  
WZO is inviting our worldwide community members to join hands in such humanitarian 
assistance efforts. We call upon each and every one to help out. We need your kind and 
sympathetic support. Please donate generously to assist the Mistry couple and Tazin.  
  
To Donate: Kindly make your donation checks payable to "WZO US Region" with a reference 
to "Mistrys” or “Tazin” and mail to the address above. Please include your email address and 
phone number to facilitate your receipt. Feel free to call Kayomarsh for any questions.  
 
With kind regards, 
Kayomarsh P. Mehta, President                          
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